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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 edition. Excerpt: .summed up by Knox. 1. In all cases of early cancer, the
operative method is undoubtedly best; it is quicker, safer and offers the best prospect of cure. 3. In patients who
refuse operation or are otherwise unfit for operation, radium is a useful remedy. The Roentgen-ray is believed
to owe what efficiency it possesses to a ray corresponding to the gamma ray of radium, so that there seems to
be no reason for preferring it to the latter (save its greater accessibility) since the curative rays are
acknowledged to comprise only a small part of the whole Roentgen ray. In point of fact, the Roentgen ray
cannot be regarded as a dependable agent in the treatment of epitheliomas, however useful it may be as a
palliative or postoperative measure. The present evidence seems conclusive that operative measures are, in
general, the safest means of treatment we possess for epitheliomas of the lids (and for that matter in any other
region), and especially when the growth is rapid and adherence to periosteum or involvement of the orbit has
taken place or evidently will take place. On the other hand, when the patient can be kept under observation
until a cure is completed and the growth is proceeding slowly, there seems to be no reason why radium should
not be used. In cases of this kind, however, it has the disadvantage of slowness, and there is also the difficulty, in
most places, of obtaining the...
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