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was still more injurious to the interests of the Jewish religion
that-the Greek power, which ruled from the centre of Antioch, at
last gained the victoryover the degenerate family of the
Ptolemies. Antioch could exercise a much more direct and
irresistible influence than Egypt. Alexandria was, no doubt, the
most learned city, but learning does not always go with political
supremacy. The Greek mind was dominant. Although it was
speedily to succumb before the rising military power of Eome,
still for a time it prevailed in the lingering remnants of Alexander
s empire. The tyranny and corruption of the Syrian rulers came,
as a blast of trouble, to quicken into flame the dying embers of
religious and patriotic zeal in the hearts of the Jewish people.
From 203 B.c. to 198 B.C., it must have been evident to all
trueminded Jews that unless there...
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