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Rhetoric: A Dissertation Submitted to the Faculty of Letters of the
Catholic University of America in Partial Fulfilment of the
Requirements for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy The
C;_H DOWNLOAD PDF purpose of this dissertation is to investigate the influence of the
Second Sophistic Rhetoric on St. John Chrysostom by studying
in his sermons the chief figures of speech employed by the
sophist rhetors, as well as the sophistic ecphrasis. From the vast
bulk of Chrysostom s sermons, about 450 in number, we have

selected the Sermones Panegyrici sen in Solemnitates as most
likely to show the sophistic influence. The epideictic discourse
was in fact the most favored by the rhetors, and allowed the
fullest display of rhetorical resources. The panegyrical sermons
comprise some of the most celebrated sermons of Chrysostom,
viz., the seven Panegyrics on St. Paul and the Festal Discourses.
We have not, however, entirely neglected the other sermons, and
have included in our study the first four Homilies on the Statues,
the two On Eutropius, two On His Return from...
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